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CRITICAL READING
Text Il (13m)

Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

I' was born and brought up in this country. | am blessed because this country is beautiful, peaceful and
prosperous. As some would say, there is nothing like home. But leaving that aside, there is one thing
that upsets me. It is the lack of civic-mindedness of some fellow citizens in this country. | once surfed the
Internet to find out the meaning of the term civic-mindedness. The definition given was ‘being aware of
and having the best interests of the community at heart and letting that sentiment have a positive
influence on your attitude and behaviour in all matters involving the community’. In my opinion, the level

of civic-mindedness of some Malaysians is still low based on the following incidences.

The first concerns the issue of smoking in public. Our government has passed a law that forbids people
from smoking in public. Advertisements and campaigns have been aired and launched to educate and
remind the public of the dangers of smoking to health and the environment. Recently, | was at an airport
café of a town and was shocked to see a few uniformed airport staff smoking in the no-smoking area
even though there was a special room for smokers there. | filed a complaint to the security office and
subsequently saw a guard talking to the smokers. In fact, no sooner had | done that, | saw another man
smoking in the airport café. | politely told him that he should not smoke, and with a nervous smile on his
face, he quickly extinguished the cigarette. | believe that we must not scold or provoke anyone but to
complain with a smile and most people, except the most arrogant, will oblige, even reluctantly. It is not
what you say, but how you say it that matters. A short while later, while | was sipping coffee at the café,
a female airport staff approached me and said that she was happy | made the complaint, and that she
promised to forward it to her boss. While patience is a virtue, | think we should be intolerant of passive
smoking. Why risk our health and that of our loved ones? What about the health of workers or people

who cannot complain or dare not? | would rather offend someone than end up with a deadly cancer.

The second relates to the blatant disregard of traffic rules and regulations of this country. Motorcyclists,
in particular, are notorious for breaking traffic rules. For example, jumping traffic lights is such a common
sight that it may no longer be considered a shame and a wrong act. Next, though the law forbids
motorcyclists from riding without helmets, many do not wear them especially when riding in the villages
and residential areas. Then there are also those culprits who deliberately modified their exhaust pipes to
make their small miserable machines sound very loud for the whole world to hear. The latest craze
among some motorcyclists is to use their mobile phones while riding. Motorists are also no exception to
these irresponsible behaviours. Jumping queues, failing to signal, jumping traffic lights and speeding in
residential areas are the norm for some drivers. We have heard about police cameras which were

installed at risky spots on roads. If they had been effective, we would not see these traffic violations

happening everyday.
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Another clear indication that some Malaysians are less civic-minded is their attitude towards rubbish
disposal. Malaysians may keep their own house clean and tidy, but many neighbourhoods in our country
are strewn with rubbish especially in the poorer areas. Rubbish attracts pests like crows, rodents, stray
dogs and flies, and these creatures can cause and spread diseases, yet not much has been done to
address this problem. Cases of rubbish being thrown on roads by drivers while driving are also nothing
new. Once, while waiting at a traffic light, | saw a motorist in front of me throwing empty drink packs on
the road. | honked to let him know he was doing something wrong. The driver then put his hand outside
the window and waved to me in apology before driving off. Sometimes, a simple complaint may be all

that is needed to stop wrongdoers.

We often talk of political change, but what about societal change? It is not only the leaders but also the
citizens who are responsible for building a civilised nation. Society will not change unless we remind one
another as those in advanced countries. Until offenders fully realise their civic responsibilities, there
must be people who are brave enough to correct and remind them of their bad habits and behaviours.
Education and strict enforcement, particularly, will also improve matters as in Singapore where instant
fines work. When laws are not respected and enforced, people are not afraid to break them. When that

happens, a country can become an uncomfortable place and even dangerous to live in.

(Adapted from: Steve Oh, ‘Are Malaysians Lawless and Lacking in Civic Mindedness?'
http://goodtimes.my/index.php/Politics-Government/are-malaysians-lawless-and-lacking-civic-mindedness.html,
http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20080205071604 A AeulSd)

A ll. Answer the questions below based on Text Il

1. What is the main issue highlighted in this passage? Circle the correct option.

A. The right way to remind others who misbehave
B. The lack of civic responsibilities among some Malaysians
C. The writer's concern on the blatant disregard of traffic rules among the people
(1m)

2. Describe the feelings the author has about this country and some of his fellow citizens.

(2m)
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Why was the smoker in the airport café not opposed to the complaint made by the author?

(2m)

Which method is unsuccessful in preventing road traffic violations?

(1m)

The author is unhappy with the noise pollution on the road. Quote the relevant phrase or sentence
to support your answer.

(2m)

State two instances which show the bad behaviour of Malaysians with regard to rubbish disposal.

(2m)
Provide one of the suggestions made by the author to deal with offenders of public rules.
(1m)
What is the attitude of the author towards smokers based on the excerpt below? Tick ( V) the
correct option.
‘I would rather offend someone than end up with a deadly cancer.”
Critical ( ) Firm ( ) (1m)

What is the tone of the excerpt below? Tick ( V) the correct option.

“We have heard about police cameras which were installed at risky spots on roads. If they had been

effective, we would not see these traffic violations happening everyday.”

Angry ( ) Sarcastic ( ) (1m)
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SECTION B: (10 marks)
VOCABULARY

B I. Choose the correct meaning of the words highlighted in the following sentences according

to the context in which they are used in Text I. Circle the correct option.

1. It has been popularly defined as the practice of using other people’s ideas and works without

acknowledging the sources and passing it as one’s work.

A. a professional job
B. an action performed habitually

C. arepeated action to acquire a skill

2. One form of plagiarism is copying sections of material from one or more source texts, and

supplying the full reference without the quotation marks.

A. a standard document
B. atype or example of an item

C. the shape and structure of an object

3. Similarly, the act of using articles or papers bought from essay banks and term paper mills without

mentioning the source is also a form of plagiarism.

A. a slope of land adjoining a body of water
B. a place where supply or stock is kept for future use

C. a business establishment in which money is kept for saving

4. In some cases, plagiarism can also be due to poor time management.

A. little money Q
B. unsatisfactory

C. non-productive

5. Lecturers who are unwilling to confront students engaged in plagiarism contribute in a significant

way to the rise of this academic misconduct.

A. participate in an activity
B. promised to be married to

C. contracted to do an activity
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B Il. Read the following sentences. Choose either A, B or C if the underlined words in the options

are used in the same way as the bold words in the sentences in Text II.

1. l'was born and brought up in this country.

A. Half a million babies in Africa were born HIV positive.
B. Many people believe that leaders are born and not made.
C. Congress passed the National Security Act, and the CIA was born.

2. Our government has passed a law that forbids people from smoking in public.

A. As time passed the attacks became less frequent.
B. She passed the important message to her superiors.
C. The people passed a vote of no confidence against the corrupt mayor.

3. Next, though the law forbids motorcyclists from riding without helmets, many do not wear them

especially when riding in the villages and residential areas.

A. The carpet is starting to wear. We should buy a new one.
B. You better wear reflective clothing if you want to jog at night.
C. The girls wear their hair in long braids for the wedding ceremony.

4. Rubbish attracts pests like crows, rodents, stray dogs and flies, and these creatures can cause and

spread diseases, yet not much has been done to address this problem.

A. This chapter will address all the difficult terminologies.
B. You must address your job application to the human resource manager.
C. The Prime Minister will address the British delegation at eight this evening.

5. When laws are not respected and enforced, people are not afraid to break them.

A. Since we have no choice, we will have to break the bad news to the people.

B. Tougher action should be taken against those who break the rules in the village.

C. The government is determined to break the rising power of the opposition parties.
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SECTION C: (12 marks)
DATA ANALYSIS

Study the table below and complete the introduction, analysis and conclusion.

Permanent Reserved Forest in Kelantan, Terengganu, Johor and Kedah, 2004 - 2008

700000
) St e i el e e s e
600000 * ¢ =
— ——‘
—_— e — - — e
500000

— 4= Kelantan

—M - Terengganu

200000 : " & 8 —&— Kedah
100000 R
|
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Year

Introduction

(1m)

Analysis

1. Name the states in Malaysia that are represented in the chart.

(1m)

2. Describe the trend of permanent reserved forest in Johor from 2005 to 2008.

(2m)
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3. Compare the data on permanent reserved forest in Terengganu and Kedah between 2005 and
2006.

(2m)

4. Compare the trend of permanent reserved forest in Kedah and Kelantan from 2007 to 2008.

(2m)

Conclusion

Write a concluding paragraph for the analysis by:
i.  giving a summary of the analysis (2m)
ii. ~making a recommendation to the state governments to increase the area for permanent reserved

forest (2m)

(4m)
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SECTION D: (10 marks)
SUMMARY WRITING

Based on Text |, write a summary of about 100 words on the measures to prevent plagiarism among
university students. (Marks will be deducted for direct lifting)

words)

(R
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SECTION A: (28 marks)
READING COMPREHENSION

Text | (15m)
Read the text below and answer the questions that follow.

Plagiarism is a despicable and an intolerable act in academia, where integrity and accountability of
works are held in high esteem. It is derived from the Latin word ‘plagiarius’ which means to steal or to
cheat. It has been popularly defined as the practice of using other people’s ideas and works without
acknowledging the sources and passing it as one’s work. Understanding the different types and causes

of plagiarism and ways of overcoming it can help prevent this misconduct in academia.

One form of plagiarism is copying sections of material from one or more source texts, and supplying the
full reference without the quotation marks. This gives the impression that the material has been
paraphrased rather than directly quoted. Next, submitting papers written by either a peer or relative and
claiming it as one’s own work is also classified as plagiarism. Besides this, using papers or published
articles downloaded from the Internet without acknowledging the source is another form of plagiarism.
Similarly, the act of using articles or papers bought from essay banks and term paper mills without
mentioning the source is also a form of plagiarism. Other than that, taking translated articles in foreign
languages into English and vice versa, and not providing the original source is considered plagiarism.
Another form of intentional academic misconduct is self-plagiarism, that is, submitting own paper several
times during the course of studies. The most serious form of intentional plagiarism is outright cheating.

This involves theft of material from a source and then claiming it as one’s own.

There are numerous factors why students commit plagiarism. First, students’ lack of awareness and
understanding about what is plagiarism is one of the main contributing factors. Universities should first
expose students to the different forms of plagiarism and the various disciplinary actions against the
offenders. Once students have been made aware of this, only then can they be educated about

academic misconduct.

Next, lack of knowledge of proper academic writing, and lack of skills and experience in writing research
papers are the other contributing factors for students’ plagiarism. Therefore, tertiary level students need
to be taught the appropriate techniques of writing. This calls for a course on academic writing and
referencing such as the academic writing courses offered at many universities nowadays. Such courses
have been found to be helpful and beneficial in enhancing students’ understanding of academic writing

techniques while indirectly addressing the issues of plagiarism among them.
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students should be made aware of effective time management and that plagiarism is an academic

misconduct. In addition, viewing academic writing as a process could also help. Through such an
approach, students are expected to submit two or three drafts of their assignments throughout the whole

writing process. This will discourage last minute preparation of assignments.

Lecturers on their part must play an active role in preventing plagiarism among students. They need to
insist on quality original works from their students and penalise those who piagiarise. Lecturers who are
unwilling to confront students engaged in plagiarism contribute in a significant way to the rise of this
academic misconduct. As a result, students will get away with it and continue to plagiarise without fear.

Despite these measures, there are still students who are ignorant of plagiarism and others who are
aware but remain indifferent towards it. Ignorance and indifference are unacceptable excuses for
committing plagiarism. Available software such as Turnitin which matches students’ assignments against
a large scholarly database can be used by lecturers to increase students' awareness on plagiarism. In

that way they can monitor their own writing and be responsible for their studies.

(Adapted from: Maliah, S. & Dawson, J. 2011. Academic Integrity: Understanding Motivation to Plagiarise,
retrieved from cob.uum.edu.my/amgbe/files/094%20F-%20Maliah%20Sulaiman.pdf; Roselind Wan, et. al. 2011,

Plagiarism among Undergraduate Students in an Engineering Based University: An Exploratory Study,
European Journal of Social Sciences, Vol.25, No.4, pp. 537-549)
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Al. Complete the notes below based on Text .

1. What s plagiarism?

(2m)
2. Complete the table below with the correct information:
Act of Plagiarism Description of Act of Plagiarism
Copying materials (1m)
Submission of work written by peer or relative Claiming it as one’s own work
(1m) Using them without acknowledgement
Buying papers from essay banks and term
paper mills (1m)
(1m) Not providing the bibliography
Self-plagiarising Submitting own paper several times during the
course of study
Outright cheating (1m)

(5x 1m =5m)
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Fill in the blanks with the reasons students plagiarise, measures taken and possible outcomes of

their actions.

Reason

Measure Taken

Possible Outcome

Lack of awareness
and understanding of

what plagiarism is

Expose students to different
types of plagiarism and the
various disciplinary actions

(1m)

Lack of knowledge,
skills and experience in

academic writing

Academic writing courses

Enhance students’
understanding of academic
writing techniques

(1m)

(1m)

(1m)

ii. View writing as a process by
expecting students to submit
two or three assignment
drafts

Effective time management
among students and
discouraging last minute work

Lecturers not playing an
active role in preventing

plagiarism among
students

i. Insist on quality original works
from students

(1m)

(1m)

Students will have the right
perception that they cannot get
away with plagiarised work

(1m)

Use of software i.e., Turnitin to
increase awareness among
students

(1m)

(8x 1m =8m)




