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A VIl. Circle the correct option that explains the meaning of each highlighted word in the

sentences below.

1 One of the mysteries that remains unsolved is the question of how lightning flashes

occur.

A. to stay at the same place
B. to continue in the same status

2: Lightning is caused by the discharge of electricity between rain clouds or between a
rain cloud and the earth.
A. the act of releasing something

B. the act of officially allowing somebody to leave

S Direct strike occurs when the victim absorbs the entire charge as the energy passes

through the individual.

A. to take in something
B. to reduce the effect of a hit

4. The old expression which says that lightning never strike twice in the same place is

not true.

A. to hit with force

B. to fall on a surface

5: A house is a safe place to be in during a thunderstorm as long as you avoid anything

that conducts electricity.

A. tolead or guide

B. to act as a medium

(5x 1tm = 5m)
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SECTION B: (15 marks)
READING COMPREHENSION 2

Read the passage carefully and answer all the questions that follow.

ILLEGAL RECYCLING CENTRE THREAT

My family and | are distressed over recent
reports of fires breaking out at illegal recycling
.centres.  While the original intent of these
centres was good, poor management and
improper selection of venues have definitely

turned them into fire hazards.

I stay in Batu Lanchang. A recycling centre,
operated by a prominent charitable organisation,
is a stone’s throw away from our backyard.
Having it as a neighbour is not only a nuisance,
but it is also a threat to our health and safety.
Since the centre moved in about two years ago,
we have had to put up with rodents,
cockroaches and mosquitoes, not to mention
the reek from the rubbish pile-up. Just a week
ago someone . from the neighbourhood was

down with dengue fever.

I notice that there are a lot of materials that can
cause fire at the recycling centre. Heaps of
cardboard boxes and other combustible
materials pose a potential danger as it may just

be a matter of time before a fire breaks out.

We fear for our lives as our house is less than
two metres away from the centre. We are

literally living in the middle of a pyre!

To make matters worse, the narrow dirt road
leading to the recycling centre would definitely
stop any fire engine from getting to it in case of
a fire. Besides that, lorries belonging to the
centre are also double parked haphazardly by

the main road.

Shockingly, workers at the centre, some of them
mentally retarded, are put to work until the wee
hours of the morning, resulting in sleepless

nights for all in the neighbourhood.

We have written to the Batu Lanchang council
and to the local assemblyman’s office numerous

times, but to no avail.

Recycling centres are good, but please think of
the convenience and safety of others. To the

powers that be, please take action now before it

is too late.

(Adapted from : The STAR, Dec 29, 2011)
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Answer the following questions based on the above passage.

. What are the possible factors that may prevent a fire engine from getting into the recycling centre

in case of fire?

(2m)

The writer claims that the recycling centre has caused someone from the neighbourhood to be

down with dengue fever.

Yes [ ] No [ ] (1m)

. What does it mean by ‘living in the middle of a pyre!'?

(2m)

Circle the correct option that explain the meaning of each highlighted word or phrase in

the following sentences.
My family and | are distressed over recent reports of fires breaking out at illegal recycling
centres.

A. escape from something

B. begins suddenly in a violent way

. A recycling centre, operated by a prominent charitable organisation, is a stone’s throw away

from our backyard.

A. veryfar

B. very near
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3. Since they moved in about two years ago, we have had to put up with rodents, cockroaches and

mosquitoes, not to mention the reek from the rubbish pile-up.

A. put something in a higher position

B. accept something without complaining

4. Shockingly, workers at the centre, some of them mentally retarded, are put to work until the wee

hours of the morning resulting in sleepless nights for all in the neighbourhood.

A. late hours

B. early hours

5. To the powers that be, please take action now before it is too late.

A. those with authority
B. those with physical strength

(6x1m =5m)

B lll.  Fill in the blanks with the correct words given in the box. )

reek prominent improper threat haphazardly
1. The room was filled with the of garlic.
2. Rosyam Nor is a figure in the film industry.
3. Drug abuse poses a major to our society.

4. We had difficulty looking for the Harry Potter novel because a lot of books were piled up on the

shelves

5. The governor has denied making use of the state’s money.

(5x 1m = 5m)
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SECTION C: (10 marks)
CLOZE PASSAGE

Read the text carefully. Then, fill in the blanks with the correct answers from the choices given in
the brackets to complete the text.

To know Malaysia is to love Malaysia. Malaysia is a bubbling, bustling melting pot of races and religions

where Malays, Indians, Chinese and many other ethnic groups (1) (live / lives / lived)

together in peace and harmony.

Multiculturalism has not only made Malaysia (2) (a / the / an) gastronomical paradise, it
has also made Malaysia home to hundreds of colourful festivals. It is no wonder that Malaysians love
celebrating (3) (but / thus / and) socialising. As a nation, Malaysians are very laid back,

warm and (4) (friends / friendlier / friendly).

In terms of its geography, Malaysia is divided into Peninsular and East Malaysia. Peninsular Malaysia

and East Malaysia (5) (separate / separates / are separated) by the South China Sea.

There are 11 states and two federal territories, namely Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya in Peninsular

Malaysia, while in East Malaysia, there are two states and one federal (6)

(territory / territories / territorial), which is Labuan.

One of Malaysia's key attractions is (7) (it / its / it's) extreme contrasts between the

modern buildings and the traditional houses. Towering skyscrapers look down upon traditional Malay

wooden houses built on stilts and five-star hotels sit just several metres away (8)

(from / beside / between) ancient reefs. Cocl hideaways are found in the highlands (9)

(when / whose / that) roll down to warm, sandy beaches and rich, humid mangroves.

For the perfect holiday full of surprises, diverse cultures and (10)

(nature / natural / naturaily) wonders, Malaysia is definitely the best place to visit now.

(Adapted from: 4bout Malaysia. tourism.gov.my)
(10 x 1m = 10m)

END OF PAPER
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SECTION A: (35 marks)
READING COMPREHENSION 1

Read the passage and then answer the questions that follow.

Y

Lightning is remarkable but frightening to many people because of the number of mysteries that
surround it. One of the mysteries that remains unsolved is the question of how lightning flashes
occur. Researchers also admit that they do not really understand how lightning gets from one
place to another. In this regard, several cultures have developed different beliefs about lightning.
The Africans believe that when someone is hit by lightning, the person is cursed even before the
event. On the contrary, ancient Romans and Greeks believed that the gods were fighting and
lightning was used as one of their weapons. As one of the destructive forces of nature, the
phenomenon of lightning is still not fully known until today. Understanding lightning and

preventive measures against lightning strikes are important to ensure one's safety.

Lightning is caused by the discharge of electricity between rain clouds or between a rain cloud
and the earth. It is usually seen as an extremely bright light which can be many kilometers in
length. Accompanying the lightning is the giant roar of thunder. The thunder is the sound of an
explosion caused by the expansion of air heated by the lightning. A thunderstorm is the most
common type of storms. With its frightening sound, thunder is not as dangerous as lightning.
Lightning and thunder occur together. However, we only hear thunder after we see lightning. This

is because sound waves travel about one mile in five seconds, while light travels at more than

186 000 miles per second.

Before lightning is formed, the cumulonimbus clouds or the rain clouds must become electrically
charged. In most rain clouds, the bottom of the cloud is negatively charged whereas the top is
positively charged. Large electrical fields in the clouds will be produced. Once these electric fields
become large enough, a giant ‘spark’ occurs between them. The lightning spark can occur

between clouds, between clouds and air, or between clouds and the ground.

Worldwide, the number of lightning cases involving deaths has increased over the years. In the
United States, the states of Florida and Texas recorded the highest number of lightning deaths.
Incidence rates were higher for males and people who are between 20 and 44 years of age. It
was also discovered that 75 percent of the fatalities occur in open areas while people are having
outdoor activities. Agriculture and construction industries recorded the most fatalities at 44 and
39 deaths per year respectively. Between 1990 and 2000, the Centers for Disease Control
reported 1 318 patients killed by lightning strikes, of which 85 percent was male. Eighty-nine
percent of fatalities occurred among the whites, eight percent occurred among the blacks and

three percent occurred among other races.
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In Malaysia, 57 cases of lightning strikes were reported between 1990 and 2000. Out of those
cases, 27 involved death and 92 percent of them were male. Most lightning strike victims were
between 30 and 39 years old. Seventy percent of the fatalities were Malays, 15 percent Indians,
seven percent Chinese and the remaining eight percent was from other races. The construction
industry recorded the most cases, whereby indonesian workers contributed 60 percent. In most
fatalities, the lightning incidence occurred in the evenings. Lightning strike in open areas occurred

in 40 percent of the reported cases.

‘There are several types of lightning strikes including direct strike, side ash and ground strike.
Direct strike occurs when the victim absorbs the entire charge as the energy passes through the
individual. This strike is not always fatal but causes extreme pain. Side ash strike occurs when
the lightning jumps from the primary strike area through the air to a nearby object. In contrast,
ground strike does not target a particular object, but strikes the ground. Depending on the
explosive effect of lightning as it passes through the air, victims of ground strike may show signs

of direct injuries, similar to those who have been in an explosion.

It is important for us te follow safety measures and protect ourselves from lightning. Firstly, stay
indoors during a storm. A house is a safe place to be in during a thunderstorm as long as you
avoid anything that conducts electricity. However, if you are outside your house in a storm, never
stand under any tall objects such as trees. Keep moving towards a safe shelter. Secondly, stay
away from metal items during lightning. While metal does not attract lightning, it does conduct it.
So, keep away from metal fences or metal bench especially outside your homes when thunder
strikes. Thirdly, if you are swimming when a lightning storm starts, leave the water immediately. It

is not safe to swim during lightning storms because electricity travels very well through water and

you can be harmed by lightning strikes.

There are many myths and misconceptions about lightning. The old expression which says
lightning never strikes twice in the same place is not true. Indeed, it has been shown that some
very tall buildings have been struck several times in the same storm. Another misconception is
that many people believe it is better to seek shelter under tall trees during a thunderstorm. This is
very dangerous for tall trees are more likely to get struck by lightning. The belief that you will be
electrocuted if you touch a lightning victim is not true. This is because human body does not
store electricity. It is perfectly safe to touch a lightning victim to give the person first aid, while
waiting for help to arrive. You can help save lives by not believing in these misconceptions

because it does more harm than good.

(Adapted from: Murty et. al, 2009. Fatal Lightning Strikes in Malaysia: A Review of 27 Fatalities.
American Journal of Forensic Medicine & Pathology. 30(3), 246-251 and Adekoya, N & Nolte, K.B. 2005.
Struck-by-Lightning Deaths in the United States. Jowrnal of Environmental Health. 67(9), 45-50).
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Al. Provide the most suitable title for the passage.

(1m)

A ll. Write the main ideas for paragraphs lll, V, VI and VIil.

Paragraph

Main ldea

Different beliefs about lightning

How lightning occurs

il

\Y) Cases of lightning strikes in the United States
Vv

Vi

Vil Safety measures against lightning strikes

Vil

A lll. Based on the passage, state whether each of the following statements is

TRUE (T) or FALSE (F).

1. Lightning is a form of curse as believed by the Africans.

2. The sound of thunder travels about a mile every five seconds.

3. Victims of side ash lightning strike exhibit injuries similar to those

involved in explosive incidents.

4. ltis safe to shelter under a tall tree during a thunderstorm.

5. Lightning victims store electrical charge and they are unsafe to touch.

(4 x 1%2m = 6m)

(5x1m =5m)
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A IV. Indicate what the words underlined and in bold print in the passage refer to.

Write your answers in the spaces below.

1. their (paral)

2. its (para II)

3.  them (paralll)

. 4. it(para VIl

5. This (para VIII)

(5 x 1m = 5m)

A V. Answer the following questions based on the text.

1. Why is lightning an amazing phenomenon?

(1m)

2. How does lightning occur?

(1m)

3. Lightning discharges static electricity. Where does this massive spark normally occur?

i. (Yom)

ii. between clouds and air

i (Yam)
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4. How is side ash lightning strike different from ground lightning strike?

(2m)
5. The old expression ‘lightning never strikes twice in the same place’ is false. Why?
(1m)
Complete the table below with the information from the passage.
Detail of Lightning Strike Cases The United States Malaysia
Number of Reported Deaths 1318 cases
between 1990 - 2000 ©
20 - 44 years 30 - 39 years
Industry Commonly Affected Agriculture and construction
Percentage of Deaths of 9%
Male Victims N
Whites, Blacks Malays, Indians,
Other races Chinese, Other races
Time of Occurrence Not specified
Percentage of Fatalities in
Open Areas 404
—

(7 x1m = 7m)




